With less than a week to go before NYWg’s largest Encampment in at least 15 years, we’re all busy making last minute preparations.  For myself, I wonder if all the cargo will fit in the car.  

Applications were a deluge.  We accepted all those postmarked by the June 15th deadline—a total of 355,  close to busting at the seams—and turned down a number of latecomers.  

The breakdown is 224 cadets in flight (of which 28 are in the NCOA academy); 77 cadet staff; and 54 seniors.  Of the seniors, 39—including 2 pilots—will be there for the duration, and 15—including 5 pilots—are part-timers.  

We’ll eat breakfast and lunch in our own mess hall in the barracks area, so we won’t have to transport 318 hungry souls to these meals.  Dinner will be at The Commons, a large dining area some distance away.

The training staff is planning many exciting activities: firepower demonstrations by practice by A-10 warthogs and F-16s; an Army Confidence (aka Obstacle) Course; orientation flights, and for the NCO flight, rappelling and combat water survival training, To observe any of these activities, contact Training during the encampment.  

Setup and final cleaning days are the most confusing at the encampment.  Hard as it may be to believe, it does follow a plan, which I’ve described elsewhere in this letter.  You may want to hold onto the description to refer to during the “chaos”.

I am looking forward to a great encampment – see you next week.

