	The Civil Air Patrol has been, for over fifty years, the civilian auxiliary to the Air Force.  With just over 500,000 members, it is responsible for educating Americans about advances in Aerospace and flight, organizing emergency services operations ranging from search and rescue to disaster relief, and the Cadet Program which provides leadership training to America’s youth.  





	This coming week, the New York Wing of the Civil Air Patrol will be focusing on its Cadet Program mission by holding the 2004 New York Wing Leadership Encampment at Stratton Air National Guard Base, in Scotia New York.  Every year, the encampment experience is used to teach and mentor cadets that are newer to the program in basic procedures, customs, and courtesies, as well as provide an enjoyable summer activity for cadets to participate�.  





	Stratton Air National Guard Base offered to host this year’s activities.  For the past few years, the encampments have been held at Fort Drum in Watertown, New York, home of the Army’s famed 10th Mountain Division.  However, due to greater base activity and increased overseas deployments, Fort Drum was not able to host this year’s encampment�. 








Granted, the smaller size and limited housing capabilities forced the size of the encampment to be cut greatly, the command staff feels that this smaller size will provide for a more intimate setting for the training of the new cadets.  Rather than having several hundred cadets running around the base to coordinate, this year the encampment has been limited to sixty “in-flight” (those being trained) cadets which should prove to be easier to manage, making everything run more smoothly.�





	Another change in the program that was made to accommodate the new location was the removal of Orientation flights from the week’s schedule.  Previously, all in-flight cadets were guaranteed a flight with a Civil Air Patrol pilot in one of the Wing’s Cessna aircraft.  These flights help cultivate an interest in flight and aerospace learning�.  





However, a more than adequate substitute has been found to replace these long looked forward to flights.  It has been arranged for this year’s cadets to be taken on flights in the specially equipped C-130 aircraft stationed at the base.  The flights will be nothing less than eye-opening experiences for all of the cadets involved and are greatly appreciated by the Encampment staff and cadets. 





	This week’s activities begin on Sunday the 25th and continue through the week until Saturday the July 31, 2004.  Normally visitors would be welcome, however with security conditions being at a heightened level, walk-on visitors to the base will most likely be turned away.  For further information, one can contact the Encampment Public Affairs Office at (Insert Number Here�). 


�You may want to mention why the encampment is so important to a Cadet as they progress through the program.


�You will notice that I reduced what we said about Ft. Drum. We want to be very positive about them as we may return.


�Max, Let’s try to be as positive about the experience as possible.  This is just a brief highlight of us being at Stratton. I don’t think we need to give too many “early” details.


�We may not want to focus right now on our own limitations. Let’s keep it light. Example: Focus briefly on the aircraft rides among the many other things that cadets will do.


�We don’t want to “scare” the press away. At the end of the release you should put in a note for media opportunities. That way they will not put anything negative about who can and cannot go in the paper.








