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	The USAF is the premier air force in the world, but many people do not know all of the opportunities available in the aviation field. Most people think first of the typical fighter pilot with the flight suit and aviator glasses, but there are other piloting opportunities as well as aviation opportunities that don’t involve being a pilot. 
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	     One extremely important job in the aviation field is the crew chief. The crew chief is an enlisted person, often an NCO, who is responsible for the maintenance of an aircraft. The crew chief oversees the maintenance of the engine, avionics system, airframe, and every other aspect of the aircraft. Crew chiefs go to work before the plane leaves the ground and after it returns from each flight. (Guest Speaker: SSgt Scott Schreiber (crew chief F-16 in the 174th Fighter Wing NYANG) 10 minutes)

     Another aviation career that doesn’t involve piloting is the aviation mechanic. Aviation mechanics work on some of the most advanced engines in the world. It is a highly technical field and is very important to USAF aviation. Mechanics have to repair and fine-tune the engines of their aircraft. Every so many hours depending on the aircraft, the mechanics have to go through the engine and replace certain parts and repair others.

     An aviation opportunity in the Air Force that is in the cockpit is helicopter pilot. Many people don’t think of helicopters when they think of the Air Force, but helicopters play an integral role. The USAF flies three types of choppers: the MH-53 PaveLow, the HH-60 PaveHawk, and the Bell UH-1 “Huey”. If a pilot is shot down, Air Force choppers carry PJs (Pararescue Jumpers) to rescue the downed pilots. Air Force choppers also carry Special Operations troops and transport them into battle. Within the US, the Air Force is in charge of Search and Rescue duties, and Air Force helicopters play a very important role here as well. Air Force choppers also perform MEDEVAC duties, disaster relief, counter drug activities and space shuttle support for NASA. The PAVELOW is the most advanced helicopter in the military arsenal. The Pave Low's mission is low-level, long-range, undetected penetration into denied areas, day or night, in adverse weather, for infiltration, exfiltration and resupply of special operations forces. (I hope to have fact sheets for each of the helicopters but I am still working on that) 
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	Answer any questions and review if time permits
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